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 SYNTAX
write—the infinitive—are in some sense synonyms; but
phrases were given showing that it is by no means always
indifferent which of the two is used. It is a matter of idiom
rather than of grammar ; but this seems the most convenient
place for drawing attention to it. To give satisfactory rules
would require many more examples and much more space
than can be afforded. But something will be gained if
students are convinced (i) that many of the mistakes made
give sentences the appearance of having been written by a
foreigner or one who is not at home with the literary
language; (2) that the mistakes are nearly always on one
side, the infinitive being the form that should only be used
with caution ; (3) that a slight change in arrangement may
require a change from infinitive to gerund or vice versa.
a. When the infinitive or gerund is attached to a noun,
defining or answering the question what (hope, &c.) about it,
it is almost always better to use the gerund with of'; not quite
always, however; for instance, an intention to return, usually,
and a tendency to think always.
The vain hope to be understood by everybody possessed of a ballot
makes us in the United States perhaps guiltier than public men in Great
Britain in the use of that monstrous muddled dichotomy 'capital and
labour *.—Times.
What hope?—That of being understood. Write it so3 and
treat all the following similarly:
The habitual necessity to amass [of amassing] matter for the weekly
sermon, set him noting.. .—meredith.
We wish to be among the first to felicitate Mr. Whitelaw Reid upon
his opportunity to exercise [of exercising] again the distinguished talents
which ,..—Times.
Men lie twenty times in as many hours in the hope to propitiate [of
propitiating] you.—CoRELLI.
We left the mound in the twilight, with the design to return [of
returning] the next morning.—emerson.
The main duties of government were omitted—the duty to instruct [of
instructing] the ignorant, to supply [of supplying] the poor with work and
good guidance.—emerson.

